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The Charities Mission

As an expression of the healing ministry 
of the St. Luke’s Episcopal Health 
System and in partnership with the 
community, the Charities increases 
opportunities for health promotion and 
disease prevention, especially among 
the underserved, making possible 
systemic change and measurable 
improvement in overall community 
health status and individual well being.
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Health Disparities

• Observed disparity in incidence and 
mortality in Breast Cancer
– Highest incidence in Caucasian women
– Highest mortality in African American women

• Disparities in access to care
– Higher rates of uninsured Hispanic and 

African American women compared to 
Caucasian women
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Breast Health Mapping Project

April 2005 the Collaborative 
conceptualized the Breast Health 
Mapping Project
– An interactive Web-based breast health 

resource for the Houston CMSA
– Contains more than 140 providers
– Improving access, particularly for low 

income and uninsured clients
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Breast Health Portal

• Invitation to join
• Addition of data

– Incidence histograms
– Map of incidence in 40-64 age group
– Hot spots

• Conversion to Google platform

www.breasthealthtexas.org

http://www.breasthealthtexas.org/
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Data Working Group of the Breast 
Health Collaborative

• Formed in 2009
• Purpose – Review, analysis and mapping of

Texas Cancer Registry Data with a focus on 
ethnicity, age, stage and diagnosis.

• Members: Harris County Hospital District, 
Susan B. Komen for the Cure, M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center, St. Luke’s Episcopal Health 
Charities, The Rose, UT School of Public Health

• Vision: Elimination of health disparities 
with a particular focus on the disparity 
between incidence and mortality
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Summary of Analysis Findings

• Highest incidence in Caucasian 
women in 40-64 age group

• Large proportion of uninsured 
women aged 40-64 

• Not enough mammograms being 
performed at free/low cost 

• Even if mammogram providers 
performed at full capacity, it would 
not serve the entire need 
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Breast Cancer Incidence

• Incidence is defined as “the 
number of new cases in a 
population for a given period of 
time”

• Cumulative incidence is defined as 
“the number of new cases/ 
population at risk for a given 
period of time”
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Annual Female Breast Cancer 
Incidence Rates (Texas)
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Mammogram Capacity

• Mammogram site(s) and capacity 
information was collected for CMSA 
for free/low cost mammograms.

• 101 locations were geocoded 
– Fixed and mobile 

Number 
Mammograms 
Performed 2008

Number of 
Mammograms 
Offered 
(capacity)

Estimated 
Number 
Eligible 
Uninsured 
Females

Estimated 
Unmet Need

25,462 29,015 210,492 185,030  (88%)
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Summary

• Highest Incidence in Caucasian 
women in 40-64 age group

• Large proportion of uninsured 
women aged 40-64

• Mammogram capacity is much 
lower than estimated need
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Next Steps

• Spatial exploratory data analysis
– Breast cancer incidence and 

uninsured/mammograms
– Uninsured and mammograms 

performed
• Analysis of mortality data
• Trends over time
• Extension of the BHP to more 

providers/larger geographic areas
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